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A Study of Community Potential for Supporting Tourism: A Case Study

of Koo-Ha Tai Community, Rattaphum District, Songkhla Province
Thanomsi Jenwitheesuk?
Abstract

The objective of this research was to study community potential for being guidelines for
tourism development of Koo-Ha Tai community, Rattaphum district, Songkhla. The related areas of
study were tourism, homestay, local food, local products and foreign language. Data were
collected by means of questionnaires, surveys and interviews from a sample group of community
leaders, teachers, housewives, seniors and residents in Koo-Ha Tai community. Data were

statistically analyzed for frequency, percentage, average and standard deviation.

The results showed that there are five major tourist attractions in Koo-Ha Tai community
including Puk-Tok Nay, Jung-Rhone Hill, Jung-Rhone Temple, Charoen-Pupa Temple and Hue-Lad
Temple. The overall scores of the community potential regarding the study areas were at a
moderate level (3.26). The average score of the individual areas were: its potential appeals at a
high level (3.56), and the access to the attractions and the facilities of the tourist attractions at a
moderate level of 3.30 and 2.94 respectively. Regarding the area of homestay, the average scores
of homestay readiness and its management standards were at a high level of 3.86 and 4.06
respectively. There were 55 kinds of local foods classified as main dishes (50.91% ), desserts and
fruits (36.36%) and preserved and processed foods (12.73%). The potential of local raw materials
of local foods in all three groups were at a high level (100% ). Further, the potential of the
production process of local main dishes, and desserts and fruits was high (100% and 80% ),
whereas the one of the preserved and processed foods was a moderate level (71.43% ). When
considering the commercial production, preserved and processed foods was at a high level
(57.14%), desserts and fruits at a moderate level (70.0%); and main dishes at a low level (53.57%).
When considering its potential as healthy food, main dishes is valued at a moderate level
(67.86% ), while desserts, fruits, and preserved and processed foods were at a low level (57.14%
and 85 .0% ). Additionally, the impartment of wisdom on all food was at a high level (75.0% ,
67.86% and 57.14% respectively). It was found that the potential of local products of female
professional group in the community were still rare (1.88) whereas the strength of the community



(A)

is at a moderate level (2.34). The ability in using foreign language of the community residents was
at a low level (1.96+1.22 ). Thus, the guidelines for developing tourism in Koo-Ha Tai community
should be supported by government sectors in terms of the development of its landscape and
attractions. Various facilities should be provided such as tourist service center, accommodation,
restaurants, souvenir shops, parking lots, toilets and trash bins. To strengthen the community,
there should be public relations campaigns for tourism through the media. In addition, training
programs on development of community food and souvenir production, tourism for young guides
and English should be provided.

Keyword: Potential, Koo-Ha Tai community

' Faculty of Liberal Arts. Rajamangala University of Technology Srivijaya, Muang distric, Songkhla.
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